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Iraq, Yemen and India, and entered the city of Delhi,
the seat of the Kings of India, and came into contact
with its king who was at that time Sultan Mohamed
Shah who honoured and employed him as a judge.
He then returned to the west and was presented to
Sultan Abu Enan. He related all about his travels
and the wonders he saw in the kingdoms of the
world : and people whispered that he was telling lies.
I one day met Paris ibn Wardar, the Sultan's vizier,
and discussed the matter with him, and told him that
I was sceptic about this man's stories, as people were
accusing him of lies. But the vizier said : * You must
not disbelieve what he tells about those countries
because you did not see them.' " Thus the great
explorer was denied his due in the society of his age,
as was the case with Marco Polo. But the echo of his
travels was carried further and made a deeper impres-
sion than that made by the travels of Marco Polo.
The Muslim explorer penetrated into societies gene-
rally Muslim but were distant from and unknown to
the rest of the Muslim world, and he was able to
study profoundly their institutions, laws and mentality.
He penetrated into various societies ; from Andalusia
to East Africa, to India, to Java, to China, and roamed
about in each of them observing and studying. But
Marco Polo only crossed Central Asia, that is to say,
Tartary only, and entered it with the mentality of a
foreigner unable to understand it, thus the observa-
tions of the Muslim explorer were more precise and
trustworthy than those of his European predecessor.
With the exception of some strange stories for
which he was accused of exaggeration his reports,
whether on history, geography or social conditions,
with their deep research and power of presentation,
are one of the most trustworthy documents of
Asiatic history and geography. Moreover, the
style of the explorer is easy and charming, and
proves his delightful and abundant humour. He